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Let us therefore produce the pious endeavours of these
church-defenders, who were its patrons by their power and
authority, as well as ornaments of it by their exemplary
lives.

First, St. Paul tells us, " there must be heresies in the
Church, that the truth may be manifest"; and therefore, by
due course of reasoning, the more heresies there are, the
more manifest will the truth be made. This being maturely
considered by these lovers of the Church, they endeavoured
to propagate as many heresies as they could, that the light
of truth might shine the clearer.

Secondly, To shew their zeal for the Church's defence,
they took the care of it entirely out of the hands of God
Almighty (because that was a foreign jurisdiction) and made
it their own creature, depending altogether upon them; and
issued out their orders to Tindal, and others, to give public
notice of it.

Thirdly, Because charity is the most celebrated of all
Christian virtues, therefore they extended theirs beyond all
bounds; and instead of shutting the Church agains* Dis-
senters, were ready to open it to all comers, and break down
its walls, rather than that any should want room to enter.
The strength of a state, we know, consists in the number of
people, how different soever in their callings; and why
should not the strength of a Church consist in the same, how
different soever in their creeds? For that reason, they
charitably attempted to abolish the test, which tied up so
many hands from getting employments, in order to protect
the Church.

I know very well that this attempt is objected to us as a
crime, by several malignant Tories, and denied as a slander
by many unthinking people among ourselves. The latter
are apt in their defence to ask such questions as these; Was
your test repealed ? l Had we not a majority ? Might we not
have done it if we pleased ? To which the others answer,
You did what you could; you prepared the way, but you
found a fatal impediment from that quarter, whence the
sanction of the law must come, and therefore to save your
credit, you condemned a paper to be burnt which yourselves

1 The Test Act was passed in 1672 and repealed only in 1828.
[T. S.]